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Henry A. Wallace 


LEFT HAND OF U.S. IMPERIALISM 


by C.B. Cowan 


fter a period of silence the voice of Henry Wallace 
A is again heard throughout the land. His speeches 
in Europe and the U.S. A. have been given wide 
circulation and extensive comment. He has conjured up the 
wrath of the Taft-Bricker reactionaries in the Eightieth Con- 
gress to the point where public demands have been made for 
his prosecution as a traitor and seditionist. The international 
financiers and the National Association of Manufacturers are 
howling for his scalp. President Truman and the Southern 
reactionaries of the Democratic Party kicked him out of the 
Secretaryship of the Commerce Department. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt abandoned Wallace, in favor of Harry S. Truman, 
for the vice-presidency in 1944. Yet the Wallace campaign is 
gaining ever wider popularity and support. 


Inthe Wallace camp are found the die-hard New Dealers 
headed by Elliot Roosevelt, the Liberals and ‘‘Intellectuals’’, 
publications such as ‘LOOK’, ‘NEW REPUBLIC’, ‘NATION’ 
‘NEW MASSES’ and the newspaper ‘PM’. Also supporting the 
Wallace campaign are manv less widely known publications. 
The American Consumer Cooperative Associations, various 
farm organizations are Wallace ‘boosters’, and not to be over- 
looked are the various Progressive, Liberal and ‘‘Left’’ groups 
including the PAC, American Labor Party, Progressive Citizens’ 
Committees, Farmer-Labor Party and last, but not least, the 
uninvited guest —- the Communist (Stalinist) Party and its cap- 
tive organizations. Even the Independent Labor Partyites are 
headed objectively into the crystalizing coalition of the Wal- 
lace camp. 


On the international scene Henry Wallace’s policies en- 
joy the open support of the Soviet government and its puppet 
regimes in Eastern Europe and the Orient. Braving the wrath 
of the U.S. capitalists and their present government the semi- 
official and official state agencies in England, France as well 
as other parts of Europe gave support and comfort to the 
Wallace crusade. What, then, is behind the Wallace boom 
and of what significance and importance is the Wallace matter 
to the interests and welfare of the working class? 


It would be folly, in answering the above question, to dis- 
miss Wallace as a more or less capable crack-pot who is able to 
hold an audience by means of his eloquence and the naivete and 
simplicity of his “ideals.’’ Wallace is much more than that. He 
is a symbol of the need of the Bourgeoise, in this period, to pre- 
pare an effective sponge to sop up the grcwing radicalization of 
the masses in this largely disillusioned post-war world. A rapidly 
mounting determination inthe U.S. and throughout the world 
to ‘do something”’ about the war-breeding, hate-mongering and 
open, blustering imperialist domination of the ‘““Truman Doc- 
trine’’ and its shameless supporters - the capitalistic ‘Labor (?)’ 
government of Britain and the left-opportunist world-regime 
of counter-revolutionary Stalinism - which could get out of hand 
and into revolutionary channels. Anticipating this (to them) 
highly unwanted possibility the = h-le camp of capitalism’s left 
coverage is very busy grooming Wallace for the presidency in 
1948. They are parading Wallace in front of those hardest hit 
by capitalist post-war policies — the working class, the small 
scale farmers, small business people and the professionals. In 
the period between now and the 1948 elections Wallace is very 
useful to the capitalists as a safety valve - providing a “‘safe”’ 
escape for an already considerably accumulated resentment 
against both the foreign and domestic policies of Truman, Taft 
& Co. Let us see if wecan substantiate these charges. 


More than a decade past Henry Wallace wrote: ‘In the 
economic world it is inevitable that more and more emphasis 


is going to be laid on the idea of co-operation as distinguished 
from free competition. The only way in which democracy can 
survive the logical onslaught of the dictator-state aspect of 
Communism and Fascism is to develop the genuine co-opera- 
tive ideal to the limit.”” (Whose Constitution — 1936.) In his 
speech this month at Los Angeles Wallace said: “‘If I fail to cry 
out that I am anti-Communist, it is not because I am friendly 
to Communism, but because at this time of growing intoler- 
ance I refuse to join even the outer circle of that band of men 
who stir the steaming cauldron of hatred and fear.’’ In these 
two statements, as in many others, Mr. Wallace clearly sets 
forth his opposition to Communism. In the first quotation 
above appears the rejection of old line ‘‘free competitive’’ or 
laissez faire capitalism as well as Communism and a projection 
of the “‘ideal’”’ of co-operative capitalism. This position is again 
emphasized in this written statement by Wallace: ‘‘I have said 
that the co-operative philosophy is the vital idea of the twenti- 
eth century that is bound to translate itself in time to the hard 
facts of social mechanism and reality.” (Ibid.) 


Herein lies the whole meat of the ‘Wallace Doctrine.” 
Hating and fearing the power and intent of the organized masses 
acting under revolutionary ideology Mr. Wallace looks for some 
effective means, other than naked (Fascistic) force, which will 
stop the working class revolution. He is astute enough to real- 
ize that the old, traditional methods of capitalism will no longer 
suffice in this period of capitalist decay and deep crises. He 
looks for new methods of preserving and expanding American 
capitalism. No matter how often or how emphatically Henry 
Wallace may howl for “One World” he canno‘, from time to 
time, avoid revealing his real intentions. As early as 1935 Mr. 
Wallace wrote: ‘‘For my own part I believe that the United 
States is now sufficiently mature in her economic and political 
experience so that she will increasingly serve as the source of 
spiritual, philosophic and political ideas which will furnish mo- 
tive power not only for our own future, but for the entire 
world.’’ There could hardly be a clearer stated intent or deter- 
mination to support world domination by U S imperialism. 
When, therefore, Wallace speaks of ‘‘One World”’ he means 
one world under the heel of U.S. imperialist capitalism cloaked 
under the fiction of ‘‘democratic, co-operative ideals.”’ 


In his Seattle speech of May 24 Mr. Wallace attacked 
the so-called Truman doctrine correctly on the grounds that it 
would set up hostile spheres of influence. No matter that the 
charge is true. It in no way hides the fact that the ‘Wallace 
Doctrine”’ thinly veils the same character. Proof of this can be 
found in Mr. Wallace’s foreign policy set forth in his speech of 
September, 1946, in which he said: ‘‘On our part we should re- 
cognize that we have no more business in the political affairs 
of Eastern Europe than Russia has in the political affairs of 
Latin America, Western Europe and the United States.’’ Here, 
surely, is a most open bid todivide the world into two parts 
with the Soviet Union on one part and the U.S. on the other 
with a ‘democratic and co-operative’’ agreement to each stay 
in his own alloted area and keep their snouts out of each others 
worlds. One world indeed ! 


Just what becomes of the much-lauded “‘sovereign rights 
of small nations and free peoples’’ of the Wallace Doctrine if 
the above Wallace condition for co-operative peace is brought 
about? What of the United Kingdom and the mzeny small 
nations on the continent of Europe? What of China, India and 
the smaller nations of Asia? Are they to be divided up among 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union in order to try for ‘‘peace in our 
time?’ Apparently this isthe plan of Wallace and his friends 
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because he, and they, in many speeches and documents have 
so indicated. For instance -in the Seattle speech mentioned pre- 


viously Wallace said: ‘“The Truman Doctrine will set up two 


empires ---- and DRIVE BRITAIN INTO THE SOVIET CAMP.” 
(emphasis curs - Ed.) Whenever Wallace has had occasion to 
discuss the Orient he has made similar statements in regard to 
China, India, Korea, etc. Always the question: ‘‘Into whose 
camp?” Truly the demogogue can no more hide his desire to 
set up atwo world situation, with the U.S. fighting for suy rem- 
acy, than can the more open and direct advocates of identical 
ultimate ends. — Such advocates being publically led by the 
Truman-Taft-Stassen-Vandenberg- Dewey gang of Labor-hat- 
ing, open reacticnaries. The Truman Doctrine and Wallace 
Dectrine differ only in method and timing. 

The Liberals who are flocking to support the Wallace 
gang are as confused as usual. They are lending themselves to 
the task of influencing the trend to the ‘‘democratic’’, People’s 
Frontist coalition of deadiy opportunism. These people from 


the arts, sciences and professions shout loudly, in concert, about 


One World of democratic co-operation as a safeguard to peace 
and as a base for universal security and prosperity. But we will 


Icok zt the real eentent of their position in contrast to their good 


wishes and sccd intentions. 

Mr. Wallace has cften stated that the second world war 
was fought by the U.S. fcr its national survival. This position 
has the public and official endcrsement of these Liberals as weil 
as the politically active remnents of the New Deal who, incident- 
ally, donot seem to realize that their departed chief would not 
go along with them today. They appear not to understand that 
the need for the oid “‘democraiic’’ demogogy of a war period is 
past and a “‘new’”’ policy is needed in order to, post war, realize 
the ultimate aims of the New Deal. Not even Roosevelts reject- 
ion of the Wallace doctrine in favor of the Truman doctrine at 
the Chicago convention of the Democratic Party in 1944 seems 
to teach these pecple that the New Deal demogogy of the pre- 
war and war pericds is abandoned inthis post-war situation. The 
Wa lace view is, towever, that the U.S. entered the war to pro- 
tect and ersure the “national survival” of the U.S. Wallace’s 
Conference of Progressives, at their September, 1946, conference 
formally acopted thi position in point 2 of their Statement of 
Objectives. What, then, amo: g th: characteristics of their be- 
loved world wide U.S. “nationalism” are Wallace and the camp 
of his Liberal-Labor-Stalinist supporters w'lling to sacrifice in 
order to establish their “One World?” 

Let us suppose that a Un:ted Nations Government of the 
World should be set up. Let us suppose that the preamble of the 
Charter of the United Nations, with its applaudable humanita- 
rian generalities to which we can all subscribe, should, be placed 
upon the working agenda today for material implementation. 
What form wouid it take? Would this world government bea 
federation of sovereign national states joined after the manner 
of the 48 states of the U.S.? On what basis, then, would world 
authority be established? Through what practical machinery 
would such authority function? Would representation by the 
nations be on a population basis as representation is now given 
in the U.S. House of Representatives? Would national elect- 
ions be held without interference from any ou’side power 
or powers? Would the franchise rights of national minorities 
be protected as the Negro’s is not in Wallace’s “‘democratic’’ 
U.S which he insists is mature enough to dominate the entire 
world in the “‘spiritual, philosophic and political’’ spheres? We 
are convinced that the heterogeneous Wallace Boosters will 


try every trick of sophistry and demogogy evading the task 


of finding truly democratic answers to the above questions. 
Just what would the Wallace-for-President crowd do 
about their dearly beloved U.S. national survival, — the U.S. 
of course ‘‘leading” the world philosophically, spiritually and 
politically, - if their feeble requests for a free, democratic and 
sovereign China and India were to be realized within the frame- 
work of a world government whose powers derived from rep- 
resentation by population? It is higk time for Henry Wallace, 
Mr. Ickes, Elliot Roosevelt, Phil Murray, Sen. Claude Pepper, 
Jack Kroll and Wm. Z. Foster to make their positions on the 
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above questions unequivocally clear. 

One of our claims is that the Wallace-for-President 
campaign and the Wallace Doctrine have the active support 
of the left wing of Truman’s Democratic Party, the Political 
Action Committee, American Labor Party, Progressive Citt- 
zens’ Committees, American Consumers Co-operative Associ- 
ation, farmers organizations, the Communist (Stalinist) Party, 
Congress of Industrial Organizations as well as a long list of 
Bourgeois and petty-Bourgeois Liberal organizations. Ample 
proof of this contention can be found in the recent and current 
For some 
exceptionally enlightening proof, however, the reader should 
refer to the Elliot Roosevelt—Jose ph Stalin interview reported 
in the February 4, 1947, issue of LOOK magazine and the 
PROGRAM adopted by the Conference of Progressives at Chi- 
cago, Illinois, on September 28-29, 1946. 

In the LOOK article Stalin, as usual, tosses all Marxist- 
Leninist principles to the winds and gives assurance to the E. 
Roosevelt -H. Wallace gang of lift Bourgeots-Democrats that 
they and their program will have Communist Parties’ full 
support everywhere. In the PROGRAM of the Progressives 
among its 300, or more, signers ar: found the names of many 
leading officials from every organization listed herein. No 
one could read in the Wallaceite PROGRAM of this mongrel 
Conference that: ‘“‘Spheres of special influence of Great Powers 
exist. It is useless to deny it. We urge that it be respected.” 
and fail to see capitalist imperialism bzhind the Wallace mask. 

The Revolutionary Workers Leagus rejects the Wallace 
trend. We brand it for what itis—th: American version of the 
Stalinist supported “Peoples Front” or “Left” coalition politics. 
We make a distinction in form only between the broader cover- 
age of the class-collabcrationist Wallace camp and the Trotskyist 
“Independent” Labor Party program which fundamentally has 
its decisive base in the same principles as the Wallace line. 

To Marxists there can be no peace under capitalism’ — 
not even in the past progressive period when ths inherent 
contradictions of the capitalist system were not as frequentiy, 
or deeply, aggravated as they are in this, its period of decay. 
As Marxists we also reject, as Lenin and the Bolsheviks before 
us, the betraying theory that there can be a “peaceful” tran- 
sition from capitalism to the Socialist, and ultimately, Com- 
munist Society. 

As Marxists we know that Fascism and “‘Democracy” 
as well as Peoples Front Governments and ‘‘Labor’’ govern- 
ments (Look at Britain.) are but POLITICAL instruments of 
the capitalist system. We know that the Wallace formula of 
the co-operative idea is but anew political mask prepared for 
the worlds working masses and colonial peoples to hide, if 
possible, the same old capitalist content of contemporary 
society which, if permitted to live, will give us ever greater 
hunger, fear and suffering and always bigger and better world 
wars —with atom bombs. . 

Against the crystalizing Wallace camp and its illegitt- 
mate offspring the “Independent Labor Partyites’” we pose 
the building of the Revolutionary Marxist Parties in the nations 
and their federation in a new Marxist International for the 
purpose of ending hunger, fear and war by destroying its cause, 
the capitalist system. - 

The tempo and dynamic of capitalist decay, national'y 
and world wide, gives rise to the urgency of time. Independent 
working class action for the revolutionary overthrow of the 
capitalist system, in any and all of its political expressions, 1s 


‘the crying practical need of the hour. There is no time to waste 


in futile efforts at reforming the basic cause of war and utter- 
ing pious cries against the material expressions of the germ we © 
thus cultivate. We urge acceleration of recruitment into the 
ranks of the Marxists and the International Unity of the 
Marxist revolutionary camp. The RWL and the International 
Contact Commission are working day and night to that end. 
We ask for the fullest co-operation of all class concious workers 
and Marxists everywhere in this task of taking the ONLY steps 
which can or will achievz “peace and plenty in our time.” 
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1 — Yinee the October Hevolution the Russian Question has been, and 
ee oe the key question for every revolutionary Marxian party 
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every country on the road to nower. Periodically revisionists 

rob wo who claim that now the Russian ieee has been relegated to 
uo background and the revolution in this or hat country takes ore- 
s.dent. “From the practical standpoint of the “class struggle the re 


voiution within a given country and thé class problems within the 
Navion always come first. S5ut from the. sheen of theory and the . 
road to power the Russian question will remain the key question untii 
ocial revolution succeeds in another supor ten’ “country under revolue- 


tionary larkian leadership. 


3. Upon this international premise the convention of ine: League 
acain takes up the Russian question ta consider the events since the 
second, world war and see where the odjective events have searing up 
on our Basic premise. Toward this end we reaffirm our previous adont- 
ed positions of the INTTRNATIONAL CORTAST COMMISSION ana of the 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS UCEACUE documents dealing wita the Russian 
ouestion. Events have. confizmed our position and now enadles us to 


further elaborate our concepts, s 


3 — The new upsurge of the propaganda and talk of war:ag fainst the 
Soviet Union on the basis of the Greek situation again borings to the 
fore the fundamental international relations and revolutionary 
perspectives.. About a year ago there was a campaign and talk about 

a third world war around the corner Some people in high places. 
considered the war a matter of monthe. Now we have a similiar cam 
paign, In doth cases it was the work of the reactionary leadin ig imoer- 
ialists who then and.now are unadle to BFINg the majority end the 
masses into action against the Soviet ¥ Union. .A year ago we pointed 
out there would be no war at once. | | 


THE COMING CONFLICT 


‘Again we point out that there is no danger of an immediate third 
world war. Then and now we state that it is wrong to speak of a. 
third world war. This phrase is an attempt to cover wo tne real 
struggle going on. A aa hcg war means a similar follow up of 
the first and second war. And this can only mean an imperialist war, 
The first world war was an imperialist war. The second world war was 
primarily an imperialist war, and secondary, to the degree of invasio 
and struggle of tne Soviet Union a revolutionary war, The coming con 
flict being propagandized by Churchnilt and the American reactionaries 
can have nothing Ln COM snOn wirtn the previous kinds. of wars. The war. 
these imperialists are. falking aoout is a war of invasion ageinst.the 

Seviet Union. They want to carry through what hitler failed to ac- 
complish, They could not afford to allow Hitler to accomplish this 
task. To do so would mean to allow Eitler to oe the. strongest imper- 
jalist who could then use bis Euro-Asia land empire and-conaver the 


world. 
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"When We spenk at ‘the. coming war (nos to: idntion, the smalier 





ceatbeie®® wars ‘that may ang Wil a tise) we. are. not. sgeaking of | a 
coming: tupertalist: WAT} we are speaxing ofan. durséerialist stx ‘ugele 





agai ney the. ex tention of | the Octover t Hevo lution andthe Soviet Unions. 


yess However; ‘eke majority of Heading gapitaliats at. present. are. of 
a different oniniots They agree with “the perepeetive of the invasion, 
of the ! ee. as to. “eh ré time element. | They under-. 


Soviet Uniondut. di sagt 
gtand that the.problem of 4 gone stable economic. equi libri un. af world: 
‘osoitalisn, | and a.rést perioz 










i From the geoond. orld war ig needed” 
péfore the allsout ofiensive- geeainst tae Soviet Union-is under takens 
The decay forces of cani tatiem are so. “great ‘thet the +f ‘still ne th: 
Soviet Union. ‘Toorias0. menueworeba-a: temporary - breath ag.gpel 






4- The ‘doroaliea Greek erigis reveals toils Wax’ pattern. t0- the fu ‘lest 
| extent.» Gréece ds agaia ia tevolutioz ary upheaval) and like Spain a 
4g. the testing. gr und Sor the ‘aliferent ereat POWETSe The Stalinists . 
have vetter advanteces in Greece thax. ‘they had.in Spain. Not only is - 
4¢.a matter of geography; yut Sore impo rtant Fagot ar has had some 
‘gevere ‘getbacks even, tho WES FAS cisrn fas: “not ‘been secisively cefeateds: 
the Fasolste.. sovernment. ore sped up oy: Hapland #ill now.  e -utalizes. oy 
American | imoeriali sit to praves 25. Secaying. capitalism ag vainst. the CX " 
‘tension of the Ootober Reve Sion; to eke Englands ‘to proteét tite’ 
year East; and’ to vrotect kip es oan invediments. in the Near East. 
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| ~The’ ‘United. States is. fag? Geel nis Bp ite new phase of. intervens - 
tion ‘against the October. Revelution | ated the Soviet Union, In the ress 
East- alone tis will. nave ty. we extended from Greece and. Turkey. to / 
Palestine, to Suez, to tray $0 Arabia’ ‘and very soon $o. Italy, i 

a sAteri can igverialists in ee and Tarkey - 
be: primart ly to. hold : in nobel the sock revolution and: with. thigé,; $o.- 
also t GI Union. But the capitalist fear a vict-.- 
orbous: ‘eevo lution’ “ted ‘ey Hk fxists: . $hovseand-~ tites more. than. they: fear 
the: viotory of ‘Stalinism in @établishing a new pupode t goverunent for: 
vorder, defense oad. for the ‘Gedense ot egotali sm ina one “countrys : 
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Fats “qhe Greek onisis ‘has t gueht to ‘the. fore in . bolder rele: “+a. 7 
afsinte: gration of the ‘Sritiekh Gupire. ‘fhe Marxists started - pointe. 
fne out the decline oe the SPitish ‘Empl Be with thé. 185 Britiah Gen. 
eral Strike, ALL tne basie Feetors at MOT K: now in the Smpire were.-” 
eresent then. The Yarxisté Phrther pointed: ‘out that: ‘the: end ef. the = 
second. world war would see the Degianine oT: the end of the’ PM tieh. . 
Emnire no matter. wio. Hyon") Bre wary THis” the RL ‘explained in 19¢ ey 
when: United States, the Soviet Unions. Janam, and Italy had no ot yet, e 


entered the conflict. 9.9. 2 
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fitieh.@mpire. The-vacuum ite. final ginking would 7 ‘lea AWe ‘is too such 

ee Ame erican ‘gt trength to take, i ee ae 
: ‘The ited. States came ‘Ou it Of the second morte. wen ee the: lead-. 


ing ‘‘“keter een worked power second to none. But the United States: Sia. 
not inherit | the samé kina of a. world that Ensland< aia wh eA London oes 
eame the leading. world‘a. capital. England ootained an expanding, a A 
developing capitalist .s yetem with great colon ‘at possidilities.: Sica 
Vnited “States comes “to full. growth when the: Seviet- Union-is already ~ 
‘tne. secoud leading: po? er} when - Fascists Greek: relief werely means — } 
pee Fica's mana preoccupation 4. mill pe the strugele to smash the rising: 

clal revolutions in’ EULove’,. in Asia. and throushout. the. world. . The” 
Soviet Union, ne spite of Steliniem stands ae sa-giant in. the: path Of. 
this Ané Srlcan aime Starve tion and revolution confront. American in 
petielisn: “taroughout” tae: world. : | 





Sa? 


" : Tae. victory of the firet and second wor ‘la war cannot de real- |° 
ized. Oy” American imperialism. in super prafite,’. in colonial’ exploita~ ~ 
‘tion, in’ ‘world domination and-vealth to go with it. The. victories 
leaves the United States capitalist to. sauander’ their ¢ sleantic . 
internal,productive wealth in the. quick-samds rod ‘decay “capitalism 
end its) effects--social revolutions” in its wake. oo 2 ae 
7. ~ One thing must, not seeloet ‘eich. of in, this’ struge zle. on a. elas 
svate- ‘petween. aying capitalism. and: rising: ‘communism; between fascism 
and. the social revolution; between the: Anglo-American imperialist. 
and the-Soviet Union; and that is the fact that the second world war | 
hag: “settled none of the decisive orobleme - confronting. either decay 





ing capitelism or the Soviet Union under Stalinism. ae 2 oe 
by _ | QAPITALT ST. DECAY ACCELERATED “a 
\\> Fascism has not -been | defeated. tad doer mivonutia diay 
defeat Fascd SMe -_ iene ~ ” E he | 2 Zs 7 ee m 
Baba tal et: decay. hag agt. os attested: on. the contrary. it hes 
host noasierated. wi th” some of the contending imperialist reduced to. 
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seconc rate. PONeE. 


tie basio antagonidne. confronting. the Soviet Union » under 
‘salind om havé- not been. solved. > is eee ae 
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: te only. eet dive changes brought souk oy ms seapnd world. war 
wee’ the realignment: ‘of the world powers with the United States as ~ 
the: first, ;power and the. Soviet Union as the second} power. This . 
change . in itself cannot solve the contradictions confronting either 
side, “either capitalism or communism. Cae only- changed. the relation. 
of ‘forces for a new and bigger struggle for a’ sho ywdown between 
decayed ng: capitalism and the social revolution. 
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Ce -~ The Soviet Union He's ‘the added point. of advantage, as compared’: 
‘40 her previous position kefore (1959 Dy. the fact that. she is the .. 
strongest military power in Europe and in Asia; and that the Soviet” 
Union has » the. most effective lang power base in the world. Her. wae 
weakness. is the fact. that she. has not consolidated this lan 1d power. 
Thig is not: only due to the lack of time Since the war; it is . 
primarily due to the non-marxist false theoretical premis enveloping 
all her military and ‘political, ender moves; a false. theory passed. 


upon tre concept of the. ~pui Lding “Of social in one country instead” 
OF . the revolution In permenence. 
= 


Another advantage that the Soviet Has and the Stalinist exe 
ploit ‘to the. fullest extent is the difference in the standard of | 
living on a world scale. en jerally sneaking the standard of Living 

la tie Soviet Union cannot compare with .the “highest, capitalist . 
developed nations; but the standard of living in the Soviet Union 
can: compare favorably with the standard of living in Asia, ah. ee 
Africa and'in. other |backward. countries throughout the worl, The 
éapitalist of the- United States and several other developed capital= 
ist nations may be able to exploit this difference in the standard 
of living; -but in. the: backward pectlonn: of the. earth, ‘waich is 
inhabited by the. Majority of mankind this’ argument is not so effec... 
tives” And neither is it ver éffective in’ Eurove and own 1er places = 
where want, hunger and starvation meets one. Bt every. turn. 


| On. the negative side of the leg ger we fina that the ending 
of: ‘the war, although ‘leaving the Soviet-Union, as the second gorkda- 
power has at the same’ time accelerated the- contradictions confronting 
the Soviet Union. The strength ‘of the Soviet Union, , as the second | 
power, is not a process.of surpassing the: other powers; rather it 
has oeen a process of the other. powers DECLINING due. +0 capitalist 
decay. This strength,’ therefore, in the light of these factual 


worig forces.has its weak side. | ; 7 


=| STAI LINIST CONTRADICTIONS INCREASE, | 
i The - -antagonisnis between déecavine world. once and branai—:. 
tion economy toward socialist contraction has yeen. intensified. 


The antag ronising . netween socialism in one country and. the need 
for world revolution | (gocial revolutions) has’ been Anctessed. | 

The 3 antagoniens between the standard of living of the’ ‘Stalirtet 
burocrats. aaa the. workers of the Soviet Union have been increased.’ 
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“Te. antag cols ce between consumers #0038) for: Se? thai #éa- and the 





“hance ta. haste. to construct more means of oroduction against the 
_Gangen of ge apitalist intervention has. developed to further at ite: 


7 





o The antagont ase betyeen the burooratts dictatorship. and the 
workers democtacy (aenoctaite: ‘ebntrelien) ROVE S | ‘forward with leaps. 
aad e sounds» hee ee 
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oo ‘spite. ef these. neg akive | faeters- the | ‘economy. of: tha’ Bovi et: 
‘Bnion. will reveal gFowth, while world oapitalist economy. will. reveal 
further decay, even. tho ug. ‘eevival ané gmall cycles: of prosperity. 
ot: the’: explol ters,- ‘put. net for the magées will be revealed in ‘the - 
‘Major capltelist nations. . But this by tté6elf will not de. decisive. 
“Decay capitalism with all of its « contradi ection. and. antazoni sms | is: 
still stronger, than rising tyansition @aonomy, under aeelles. eS 


The only factor that Reh alter chip relation of. forees. 1S he 





eat Feqet en. end tern. ‘ 
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aoceth SOCLAL RSVOLUTIN® HED BY MARXISTS IN ONE OR MORE. ApvANGED 
COUT FTRIES dugt Llike® thia fe the oAtz factor that Gan, aeotetvely, 
dete : —* the wher. Wave | 


seas In Burove eines the battle ‘Bus ef ‘fast on and. communism: ha 
taking new forms and new @henes with the special manuevors of: ‘the 
‘Anglo-American. Slo. agalagt- the Staliniets the struggle is. again 
shaping up, in each country, although at afferent -levela - of. : 
development and.at ‘different “semnose | oe “s 











: _ Each. nation. in ‘Eurore whe already spent part: of ite dynam es 
im the. steps from. right (feqoists) tG left (Stalinis: w-Boclalist) - 
and are now moving back toward the Th GAT | in some countries. The _ 
“proplem can be. posed th seoratically as follows; That if. the ‘social 
“revolution: is not ‘succesafal in these. ‘given countries wien: sevolus. 
tion, is ripe then the only: Biternati ve for the Anglo+American- bloc . 
to Bold the masses down fom new upsurges by spme form of maked. 
dictatorship or fascism... Fo simplyfy Mhatters, ’ but ta remain exacts 
Europe Sas the alternative af. the~ social revolution: + Ano: Stali sm) roe 
‘that, is, conmmunt em or fasolame | 





ie 


a. 1d: as: we. have. sgaid e@ many times, the greatest: ‘etumbling ‘plod: 
in the oath of the proletariat revqlution is tye. Stalinist. ‘control... 
of the Soviet Union. and their stooge parties in these countries. = 
‘Next to- them, . of <COUTSE, ia ‘the: parties of the: ‘second internationgl. 

ae . 
tn ‘the ori tical pre-wewoluti onary period ‘of- these countries *a 
will-again witness the revival ‘of the treacherous, | nomNMarxists 
policy cot the. Trotekyites ef the. Lidgui dationists policy into. the 
second. international. Tale error is. only one of the many basic = 
‘gpaneipte errors: of Trovekyisn pn Feistion.t OF the: socked revolution 





nd:the Soviet Union. > oe eee a os — 











ain Wane Car aren’ “We: ‘guat nh 

Of. defeat Of. ‘the: Baviet. uz Shack manites Bde 
heen sabe vhile-we are. cee AG. defense ‘ef. “th Soviet Union we are: 
: Min at: Stalinism at: allt MOG. ‘At BO ‘time gen Stelitiem play a 


| ores sive | role; even thong Oe Soviet UnLOn  cemeing a “Prog ress eive 
eT Ree world wide. capitaniet decays 
“Wh en revoduti onary Vateiete speak of the neo tyiat given 
Ee f fhe ) the Réd Army we do aq within. "the, ‘fremen | 
pelleys “the sStrugzle agaitist the Red Army. or the” ‘Boviet: 
an “addi tion: foe Steliniem, | takes: place on aly: ounder., the. following 
tions: i ae ee 2 poe 
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Le ‘Tn neide.’ ‘the Soviet trie whet the ‘pit buation is ripe for. a 
~ political revolution: and: ee ah Aso: @ivisio yA: ot forces | 
ao oA thine the Red. army. and Ome - _seatinns remain loyal tone 
+ Btalinion,’ ete, — | | 


Sees 
oe 





a ct n capitalist natis 8. when _ the. situation te: ripe for a 
- “gockal revolution an the wor kers. are _Strugeiing, toward | 
-. “state.power and { Stelinion USES Rea semy. forces in an - i 


attempt ‘to. smagh’ tne er Begietarsat f “seit rare of powers Ss 





iss the. ine of. “demaroat: Lon nesvacn “gefense, and ‘gefeat: an 
ition.to the Soviet Union. . Hach conorete problem can be. worked. 
¢umon. tais premise. 2nd upon thi s premise. 98: remain defensists | 
' the Soviet Uniony waile we cell. ‘tor the. politics [Be revoluti 5 ee 
gainest Stalinism in the Soviet Union, « HS, | at 



















C8 puts aa pa tes as yh pe Sg gee oT sea PO Se ee a Se ey es ee 
iY ok oo iar Os Gee OR bd eco ee Ag ee ee A ge PRE ste SA oe eh UN Gases A = A 
pp i ni ie EOE at pegs ox ‘|. rk Es RR Manes Ve aie ‘ setae ee : 
: i 2 Tey ee le. Be } ial se ee! Se Pee iS BS ’ oe os. gs x x. cl 
aeri oa hee Oak vee . 


The: conclusion af. “tae pecona Maperialt et. war. ‘of. ‘papitaiten &. 
Ger opens a new period. for the proletariat ‘and. ‘the peveiationele.. 
rals The © gigantic. sohsavata. of the proletarian and colonial |’ 

othe COUrse: of ne war ana its: ‘elosing phase, shows | ‘ong 
“ghe key to ouz. "epoo h of ware and revolutions is the. 
‘stru or the- building ‘of ‘the Marxian. Party and ‘Tnternafional.. a8 
Without. the party, over the head of the party, or againgt the Daniye: 
‘successfu 11 workers revolution is. Ampogsible. "| ee 











Qs The So eteet: invert aligt: war. ‘and ‘the Ootober Revolution; 1 narkine 
the.-decisive entry. of wor tae capitalism inte axe aeoay stage; marked.’ 
thereby also a new: stage in. the. development: o the, proletarian: party. 
From a party. working on: a persed edtive - or gradual | erowth. and. inorease, 
through education ay prope ganda,” trade union, a and parliamentary. | 
"methods, thé part of the mreletariat-faced new taske, the necessity 
‘of waging decisive. ‘class. vattles: agdinst bourgeois. reaction in. ali~ 
forms, | end: for the’ overtarow. Of: the exploiters. and. thei r- ptate,- and 
‘the. full: assumption: of. state power aa she wancuerd: of.akd. thdsgex~ 
“ploited.: This. didnot négate the necessity to engage in all previands 
methods, propaganda, parlianer itary, etc., as ultra lefts. imagined. =" 
‘The new tasks flowed from the change of “gradually developing! — 
capitalism fo a: stage of convulsions in the olass strugele,- revolwe | 
hoo gis temporary periods of stabilization", -éte. Théreby. the. 

7 § Btpategy: and: tactics Asse ume d . their. full Droportlotiee. ./.¥ 














ne Lenin dictum: th at after, the imperialist war an ad +t the. Govober. 







een ‘flowed. fron the. ‘new Gecisive stage. oie “the. stage. ‘pirueeies Bp 
Thus: whereas before I914' within the. selfsame parties | there. eaisteds 
pn deiteront a td obingehy ond, a ee ‘there. wentatedy: altho in 












“Varxists and. | opportuni sts. : 
Hovember nee 









new rooncert, of. JHtovkese( (aoa ozoletesten “ose 





od ail | countries Sin. ‘our’ “epochs. : eee 





ejperiod vetween “the. first. and second: imperia alist. wars seu 8 

or a new: “‘reorpgar jivation of the Marxists,.° The Third Inter 
oe Ou: ‘tne successful Ogtover Revolution and. the « firs wee 
“fell prey to. the. political ‘oressure of world a 
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Si, is. ae Se ie ; ans Seb: Re agi 2. epee fete yO nar Cerne eg, 4. ees ey oe e ~ mite Fac : es ae a ad 
vee ‘ye Rt ee iv me a a oe tert PRES eS a 7 ee L tp 3 ‘ it f “as. es on AE Say x 
Pecans gas haeaear Sees mS gi Xe - er ae "3 Pots “ i Pag ees 

PR oie ga ig aor a 2 ei Ts. : _ Sue? SG oS hs ee Ae ane 2s ca 
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“impetialisn,“oages + POT Le. <4 reine <Enoeie x + ienebead the ,adoctid > 
Davang. eoee ee Co ey the de “USTLANS\ariped labor aristocracy and 
; EC. Vaciliati The” ve tv vy: dourged OF SLE, bhe- We 4. ra. + nte rnati onal succumbed 
“primari iv’ to ‘$he voli tie roe orece ire Dae Won ba. 4mneariel. em on the 
Durocracy of the first markers. etas eB, and bead Russian vesty. DOUTH 


20H: ha sk 





















oo. ogeoleié. The erroneous, cepi tulatosy tactics of the Marxists 
 ApRrsyed inthe name of avoiding a enlist in. Ps if Darty because of 
ehe. danger. of ‘Abperlali es datervention) “@layed a decisive role an the 
Loss of the Sra Internationa: to the. zelitical agents of imperialism, 
Re: th LeOry ot “socialien 13 one esuntiyl. raised in the | Alasian aS a 22 an 
12 4,- foun & oe * ¥ illeg S %. exn te eéi an is. te @ open .. Li oud dat Low ‘of ¢ he es 
“ gorry shadow. the Intersational: in Tas, in. tie midat of tr he. “geeond 
eo otwperialies ig Sociale Dengeracy an5 | Stalinism eo.toet eae tRe? sy 
“earaape or 196 eit for the BRenors of eittine clas 8 brotne ar agai bes — 
: “las gs: ‘brother o ene exolel tars: battiefield,. after two. dee ionae - 
ebirees ae on “he front of pmoletarian bilabial of 
8. = The StPuee “Le. fora. Lew taternatiaval, “the GR . Marx cist oe 
“tonal, found however new obstacles almost froti its earliest incep- 
thon. . The ‘torces who drew the »reser conclusion frow the  theare riage 





“betrayal Of the - Sth . COneregs of the th. eith she adoption of the . 
taline-Bucharin orogra “A OP: seciali sin ia one ¢ country) ang tne “living: 
Re trayals. ef “the German, english, (Snimese, Srenish and other revolu. 
tions, and. theregorsenekbed. Hora. nentbnternation Heeers pune Se 
a -isolated f "yom the .masees.- Past Beutarian errors and the new ODEO 
Se ied bare tana fe borough sdut - a new re visionism en “the Bese. of: | 
vtactios 9 ‘building the nea iz aternatianal— tie infamous “French Turn’ 
of ‘Trot ‘ky. Sterting far ba the left of. the Comintern which at pais — 
time called for Feoples Pra nticm ang Oreanic Unity of the @nd and bd 
~ Tate ernationals, Trotsky and nis follewers called for liquidation. 
‘into Social-Democracy. Leria's burning slogan for our epoch: break. 
“aa qe -tes labs vetrayers, the reformiats and their centrist shadows, 
ee Be the revolution aly BAERL StS, WAS. again thrown: Ante. di scarde | 

















ee the: need: for: a new ‘international, we ths pevated: politically and 

| orgent zationally independén it of the: Fevisionists of all: brands, ss 
found expréssion in a new split, the Left Wing of: the: (1935). Workere 
“Party of the U. Se Thug the Revolutionary Workérs. ‘League, U.S. was. 
Koen, following ‘ghe | decisive. defeat of tne German workers ov" Hitler 









: Sin-1gss and: its. effect om the Trotsi#yiate. The. RYL, US, altho. born 
Se BB A. wet €.. Wing Minority. in. @ small American. group, politically | 
. noy, of Warxism, Historically, . 


pipni died: a new internationad, tende Ve | 
“PE stoog on the ‘same plane as. the Baraists weo in 1914: called A 
ep 52S International, and these under Preteky (oefore: the Lt. od Tux 

~~ calling for the 4th “Intemational, 


~ 





Lg = The prectic al. revolust anary _siged Pioence of the. progtan and 
“policies” ‘ef the.new spilig: ron t he Trotskvists, was proven. decisively 
pp eae the ‘Spanish Revolutions Except ‘€gF an initial temporary error. 
tne. Simon eae of the. POR ‘es Marxist {due to initial ineutt ietent | 

> “angeraatlon Jy the ‘fundemensgel tne, g@hratecy. ana tactics. hengered:* 

5 oub oy ‘he. RAUL: ‘on the clase. ond poli tigal develoremants, ean oes 
“gqrrect. The open betrae) oF Sociede<Demesract | and Stalinism, . “he 














ENTERNATE ORL NBS oe 2 _ ae oS ae as Cogenear nays eS ; 











5 ve goes duvenston ct $b “oads vs 
nde) atl. Bontlamen | De peoeaad ty and doprectnees: por the = 
Trotekyi az and the ¢ stab lisknent af the: RWL, Us BS og 





peel 







ae ne ‘objective. conditions: tn owe the Revolut onary. ‘Workers ® 

League. Was | born, however, veveal tae diveiculties of toe. erxiste” 8 

today « “Degpite: the : dees “y of eapltalian, tae oris of 1¢ 29, the. condi 

tions. ew the worzers! reags as a y result of the Germaz' and other | eS 

ere internat ona BLY end the politically complicated ‘sh tus thot 

or 8 talinian, 1d genchi st. ‘frotekyism wmilitated 
ERTS i 









agai DB OTEL Ze ne success of: ther 

Seanions ‘sHevolution ocula well ayer turned 2 ca ts. defeat and. 
th e@ eoproach ‘Of: the’ sec: ee ieperialt Bt: Yer added oan the. RWLEs ie ata 
aiifioulties. i te Oe Be st oe 





‘ s2 
ry 


g. see . The: sme. Vinked. of: Satna pret mp" ‘teow yihtich the “Rwh. sprung: alee! im” : 

Gificulties. Unlike the’ forces working, for the Sra” 
Intesn ational, “and, jater the. forces’ under -T “TOt BEV y the. RM did fame 
arise out of ia mass. moves eit. The 2es organization had te Gonfirm ~ 
Markie pnder exceptionak'y pomp li os veg ei rounstances . {SP-oOP--Trotsky~ 
tet rivalry), recogni ze e Huet it wad aot yet a party, and struggle” °-. 
agatast its. sectarian heritage, an a garryovers, without: benefit. of a. 
strong, well-rounded leaderstin. Ita basic capital was its. progtam 
ot. revoluti onary Marxi Se ites cadres Anele uded. some > experienced © Bs 



















pranents but for the | most part DoBpaLEGe Politically | undeveloped - 








Political honogenet ty | and, ee ered “had yet to. nr) ‘forged; , the. oo 
‘erammatic:. ‘agteement, “he. split fron Trotekyiom Was . but ‘th 
starting pointe: ae ; ee . 








10. “fhe: League found iteelt. ina #r Ete 
Sa dees ave yet ta. comptsiend and. overcome; “Te. ‘Pagteas was amt a 
Marxis't,* anti-~capitalist. aid >roxcommunist in orientation, jtanding 
politically on tie basis of #11 previous. proletarian history; | pu 
its given. forces,- ‘the: exis sting “arxian organi zation, | are in, ‘the. neigh as 
Stage of .a- propag canda -¢ STOW with a mass orientation. - ‘Its ain: is to” 
develop. into am organization of trained. and. exverienced: cadres, with: 
influence. over broad masses. The nistory-of the revolutionary move+ 
ment, “and. ‘the. works: of OBER he great. party, or nee ne wer. of. our epoch, 
class. ‘gonsbtouaneas: ‘of advenged. elements “de “at luted. and. “their work 
hampered oy backward elements, but a party of the most advanced. : 
elewents who are tightly Knic: tog ether and.who have connections and. 
nflueice over the broad masses . (Sovial-Democrats, Anarchists — 
and other radicel petty Dourgeois. stase this is the cause of. Sta: 
ist Surecracy, which justifies their age-old ery: atainst proletarian. 
democratic’ eng: ‘aliem;:.the. brutal facts of our. epoch disprove ABT Bo: 
amd. ‘feveal 4 aes > jlass- ‘tresenery of these. ‘lies.). ee a ee 
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co Das Lake tepdiesion: beteped, he enoynons bless tasks ee the ete 
ache ae and the paucity of their forces and lack of. sufficiently oe 
: @cadres has. given tise to the greatest confusion time = | 
after. ‘time. in the history of the Geague. ‘The Leaguefs action in., 
“the 1937 auto. workers. strikes, ‘and in its small’ but politically — 
‘Significant intervention in the Spanisa situation, showed its ne 
recognition ‘of the tasks it. faceds: the reagtidn to the lack of com © 
-erete. organizational’ results, in: reerating ability and in mass ae 
-ehee, which with the. decline of the Spanish Revolution: and the Us 

strike wave gave birth to. the 1937 Stage split, showed the lack of © 

‘ccikesstr aed understand ing. of ts. wa jeotive at raatlon. 
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te “oske: AN additional factor. wntch wei ¢3 red dow on the Rwl, U.S. was 
and: is. the hietosic con 1tradiction of the. ‘Ame rican working class, | 
between. bte technical advanced character and great oraportion to. the. 
other. classes. 4n. the . us. Ate ‘proletariat. overwhelmingly: dominates: - 
class relations) on one ‘Land ans its Bo Htioal backwardness. While 
abroad the ‘prolete riat : undertook revolutionary action in innumerad les 
coun ‘tries, in the JS, the workers desgi te numaneae gigantic strike 
waves: since 19335, volit sically followed bourgeois reformism, ‘The 
godial-reformists (sP. and OP, eta), : th their centrist tail’ 
[howeakone until: 1940) f Trojekylem,-.vlthough sho wing real ‘aeveloomen: 
of. class. consciousness: were and are vet seco adary factors | in the . 
political scene when. compared | ‘to Anrope and. Asians: 5 ‘~ i; 


ne Oe 2. This. nationel peculiarity of . the American workers added $a 
“the? political. “immaturity of the cadres of the aah, Thus whereas the ~ 
program y and line developed oy the League ‘rested on the world experis: 
ence of. the workers, in aetion - the: forces of the League found the 
preatest. ‘difficulty in coneretizing its program. -The internal situa’ 
tion again and again. saw pattles bétween those sho emphasized the ~~. 
need oF. ‘holding to the basic OLOE gram of Mlarxism above all, and those — 
whe -empasi zed the need. of mags work above all, Lacking sufficient | “ 
capable leading cadtes, the problem: of relating theory to practice. 
repeatedly gave rise to, errors. a 


"Oe BS The beokwandnasé Qf the American workers ‘also gave’ rise’ to. 
Peveated: dispute in various forms on the relation to the Anderican a 
workers of the developements abroad. This reflected itself in the. 
Fighting Worker, which at times gave<more close analysis to foreign 
developments than ‘to the US, and at other times dealt with: US —. 
developments while . neglecting. seriou 1s analysis ot important. events |! 
abr Ege : - >, 
die ww. The beague! g development ‘was profoundly btveciad: by the. ‘sete 
backs of. the Spanish WO THERE». with their leter defeat in 1939, — 
(climaxing . tie German, ~ Austrian and. ‘gather defeats) and. the: Munich 
ee and the approach of. the second. imperialist war. ,As a 
small group, seeking tO. deve. “Op a structure of developed cadres, out 
of ‘elements: only. ‘recently. fres Varigue political origins (CLA-wP, oP,. 
SP, etc.), the avove intern ational developemants noneacéed the ténsi on 
and resulted: ino-the. first..serious splits, with the Stamm “Revolt™. | 
group, and. the’ Eiffel-#ienovy elements. — “The ald ‘old contempt. fox: 








ANS ERAS UNS : TEMS ee - — car ai ae 2 oe Fo Bi a ee LE ; 
Sthetsy’ ogee wpiamanad: poll tiedlty.: foliowed +h. 5 pekerkets:: ta ie: trade”. 
Aceon and Lavor. defense. fields. The Ziffle-Mienov. Slonontaniesec * 
RAE SA woo confuse the elewen ts of impex sLalist conflict in. Che: ee: 
“Sparisa situation with the civil,. class war, also expressed political. 
defsetism. The Revolt. group, the largest. split. off force,.after as. 
short: @x cistence liquidated. in the early. phase of the second imperial. 
ist tate> Both the right wing Revolt group ahd the ultra-left- paeeranee | 
Mienov, forces, each in their owt way, showed. the terrific pressure | 


wader which “the new organization, had to fight for its existence. a8. a 
Marxian organization. _ - 





Wb ge Thé period OF the league's history, from “Vee. inception t0- ‘ee 
period of American tz nperiatismts s. direct entry. into. .the sécond igocriot 
imperialist war, ghowed the correctness of the League's basic line in: 
fucaerous actions in-the class struggle in the U.S... Cbmpara Die. to. ‘the. 
Communist League of America in-its stage. of development (as. ge, small. 
pronaganda chee ites oriengation. towar the masses showed. rp poset: 
ilities of. th e Marxian line even for cui: fore eS. The unemployed - 
work in. Ohicago. - in 1236, the. open wolit tical participation in the. vAW. 
strikes in 1957, the. Ohio. "ged ‘Probe! of 1958, the Cleveland relief: 
‘orisis of 1959° and the Waller. ‘case ot. 2941 all showed en lormous. no teat: 
dialities. inherent: in the League Prograk aad: orientation. _ Bach action. 
had national.significance and reached national.and even international . 
attention. Eowever, all this activi ty which for its size marked. os 
greditabdle. accomplishments on the Leagues record, left. no real poli-. 
tical and: organizational respite, either in extensions of political ~ 
influence Or “worthwhile organizational gaing. | ae 


: |The immaturity. ‘for the: ‘most part, “or the beagues. forces, and 
nimerone. errors of the: Leagues leadership, combined. wits , th 1e. Stamm 
split flowing from the Spanish defeat and the pressure ofthe ape. 
proacning imperialist war, washed out the effects of: ‘the excellent... . 
mass. work of the organization vefore 1941. Thus. instead. er Seveloptns 
frou a propaganda ¢ group with a-mass orientation, - into a cadre par ae | 
with mags. influence, the organization remained in its first. stages. 
More, the unfavorable. objective situation decimated the ran ks and 
reduced the. strength of the League. far Selow ite: size and influence. a 
held oy its fDSesa, as' the Lett Wing of the. Workers Party(1955). Cee te 





ae The: war period, like. the Soanish Révolution, confirsed 6h 
firidamental: odrrectness of the League line.~ Thus the: two decisive’ 
tests: of a revolutionary Marxian. organization, war and revolution, .- 
were met. Against the social reformists and the cen 1trists (with bhed x 
gen i~ concealed formula, of "turn the war into a war against ‘fescion), 
hose opportunism gave support and constituted wartime social-chauvin= 
ism,, the. League maintained its line of revolutionary defeat sign, of. ae 
uncolpromi sing class struggle, under war condi tions the cadres of. the 
heague: ‘in. their various- fields of activity, trade. union, bos 5. oe 
vonere tized ‘the League line. (against. the no-strike pledge, . Oboe 
she -oress of rthe League, under the most difficult conditions, of | 
uC 18 persecution, reneated banning, maintained the Marxian ——o 
“on..the kev questions of..the day... . Deficiencies. were many,” 
AY. “the: lack ofdirect. organization participation. by..various, - 
~ die to. their. beiag 1 eid 0,05 the military tmachine,- given. “ 
ack of. oll “time. ‘functionaries, given, the inn ter. suojective . a 
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“tensions under oourgeots, ‘Rookwiuated. pressure, the task 8 history. 
during the war marked\it- definitely :-as the’ only org tani gation in the 
8 WLth a Aull. class Btrugs le. line. 


1. a the closing: phage: or the second imperialist war ag the 
immediate post-war period. markzed.‘a new stage in the Leagues history. 
“AB: after every. great turn BGsh a ey the objective: situation on’ a. 
“world 8 scale. and ih class rela ~ was one of great crisis. The burn 
from wa r+ Condi tions ‘to “néaca! nditions required the greatest effort 
at. readjustment which are Still pao on. The che cking of the workers 
‘efforts to extend the October Revolution by confining it in warped 
‘form to the area under Stalinist and Red Anny control(3z Eastern Europe) 
and. woeré their agents held. hi Ae So and the new relations of th 

3 imperialicte( with the US at théir head) and the Soviet Union under.. 
‘Stalinism i n tae UNO constitued. an enormous pressure om the world. 
‘Labor. moven rent to the right, Thus q?hére-the firet igperialist wars. 
endedowith tie OotaberrRevolutiom conatitutin iw a driving force to. 
reorient. and- hag edie the world lasor movement to the left, the. 





end of the secon nde. tne. conditions ‘Andi cated, thwarted a new ols al ee 
scale leftward cevelopnent. Taste: cone despite new proletarian upsy Irges 
and colonial revolutions, the ‘dominan trend among the advanced. workers 
the world, over was to the ‘right te ae 


7 r * 
oo DE ‘The survival of Stalinism at the helm of tke first workej a 
state va an enormous political blow against the Marxists (just ag the 
failure or the imperialists to smash tae Soviet Union during .the war 
was 4n enormous dlov to thes class sais . Stalinism, product of the 
deadlock in world, class telations between, the fires. and tie becond 
ed ngul war, profite es the revoluttonaz y ee eee on one side, 
the weakness of the Marxian-forces. on the. other, to survive the. . 
ir. THis constituted: nos only a. barrier. to rapid. development,of a _ 
new arxist international, but eve n more, a force for dem oralization | 
ef various “left forces * tending toward arxism. In relation to. the  . 
International Contact — Commilesion, of which the RWL, US, was the. Ameri. 
can section, .the sur ‘vival of Stalinism vroduced. political confusion... 
and’. drove. sympathetic groups, such as the RKD (Revolutionary Communists 
‘ot. German wy), to. ultra-leftism. Within the League,. it. produced the 
‘split: of “Certain amali Dut impor ptant elements to a particularly = upi a, 
form of ultra+leftism, whichnow saw tne League ag Left-Trotskyis 
which in turn was only Nleft-Stalinis m" by another name, These. ultra. 
left tendencies. within the ranks and the periphery of the Marxists ; c 
‘forces, were only part of the general confusion over Stalinism's hew 
position, among the. workers and: "radical" pettywbourgeoisie and 
intelligentsia the. world over. 


as. , @» ie Fe Pe sh position of the American impertalis sts, . waereby 
it emerged from the Second World Bloodbath the strongest bourgeois. 
power, poli tloakly, economically and militarily, ‘reinforced the, alien, 
class pressure on the Marxists.» The (relatively) ‘prosnerous position | 


of the. ‘American workers as. compared to the pre-war. period-1937, =58,." 
~5o.—and es specially compared ‘to. the workers eek ge played a restrain 
tar. hand on the. revival a! “left. political activities Prom the: war time 


nationalschay avi ni sm, political hysteria.and- repression, “Added CO. “828 


. 





4 oF: phe im am € e emt 3. ae 4 at: 4 san ate me : : 
4 antof the new sta: tus. ‘quo. 
clon of Wall Street abroad’ under 
net the workers ¢ and: tae. barxists | 
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prarde couping she | ey arxiste! oe 
nallyag a‘reauit of tie infamous Trench Thirh of baer. 
s after the Germs mM workex defeat. of 1953, the abies” 
the Snd-aad SrdQ Internati snails De oVvious te ie ke 
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‘split tendencies in the old part: 
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te Gali on ther s ko Teentered v 
VEO Taig dro ve wide - oircle 2S GO reconcile - thems 
yers, reduced. numerous other cadres. to polisical i 
ology, vioauced nae gentrist: formations (the FOUL,” 
fy which could net overs Some the weaky Ne SSeS of its ; 
» on d. drove, othe ss $e. apat chye oe ee — 
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pes ‘0, \ The. dev velopue nt. of ‘the 100 was out short by! the wartiine . 
‘eonditions before they coul | re 3 56 po id. tie ad bomogeneous. ie > 
sae and: Eocene bt tonal e 6 | 
: e historic Teak th Trotsavisn bhe eee ate ‘nade. in. 
| eroupe haa gust orokesn wi th ae eee on the- eve: OF 
yer, . The oldest section, the FRL, US, had just. overcome tue. ‘er 
ec split {ine Revolt group), and -ealeo was- handicapped 
and the growling war oressur2. Thus. the. Nagi- terror 
ated the “Fan sks, and the war. condi tions. laid-a heavy - 
sual) wea Ke forces: of the Harxiste ‘and.deriously lumpeded 
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St “cy The close. of the, war under ¢ 
Ainiet look | ak ainst the proletar 


Actors. of a ner: , Siipertaliot? 

| rie & 

s. Mhug. where the Ge German affilia 
ois 


truck & furtaer’ blow agains! “ 
ort ade ~ohe. 1 CGP. $ne . Red: Front: dene 
Ip, the newly reorganized” 


ae 


to. be heard from, the Brit 
“ce of the Revolution ary Work kérs. ciation, split, from -tue Too.” 
Falter tact onl errors. of. “an inoape e Too: representa tive. Ate 
ame. Vine | the war-asgravated-c igig of. works . capitalism. shook. up 
a 95 he. ‘ola. parties of. t he SP. rae avid: produced left. 
sand here poe Sees mbrior epl 8.g caingt the. dominant. rigt 
on drive of the leaders won to. the bourgeoisie. - This: 
elt in (for the first. time). pudlic debates of Stalinism and. 
arb Greece’ ene: Ttaly;: pplit groupe in the’ CP in Fol and. and ~~ 
SomriC  Within.the mh veiw rapid: 7s rowing Trotaky forces | mn Europe ar. 
cal desues were geaised which /h poten tiall the Ss. OF 
: (the koro m= Colma n split frou Cannon m to Shachtman, thé: ~~ 
Giiteréuces of: bie “Lat forest onal. Se eoreta riat with the. French ¢roup, 
over elector ral policy. and mith “tie Spanish group aver the consti tuen on 
semo: Stee het the I¢t, which should have’ been aliv 
i to the Leroi _ovportuai ties For - a powerfally... epee ek 
a naw I 3 oe ee eon | 
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“Le a “Ba - _ the objec tive e, situs ti on 4 nte rnational ty, (desvi. 7 @. the “pre ‘sent 
temporary. Successes Of the U.S. and cthexy imperialists, and +h ee 
Stalinist” bur Toczacv, against the oppressed masses) favors. the emer 
‘gence of 8... he w darkiet eed SEG. Tntemnational.. The: crisis of. world , 
capi telisz is. skaxing uy all class — and colitical aligaments an. ‘pheno 
U.S. and aoroad: the macsea: and’ thely advanced ¢ectors are secking % 
new leadership in’their struceles. The giant strize wave and acre ee 
precedentes soluiere demote trations since the close. of the. war show 
this- pete tees on ae U,5., ag do the new cless upsurges in Europe 

and the colo thes, The despots. wanecrers oF the Auerican bourgeoisie 

to achieve. a strom stabilisation in. Exroge (2c: er axis © satellite 
treaties; » and nom oo “pronosed Gernuah: rea tr, eto. and Asia, ‘and - 

their fears over the coming depression, to avoic Sone chicig the delt- 
‘cate balance. so for reached on one hend, ard their widespread use of 
the Britien Labor Party anc other 'p litical agents in the worker's 


us 
& 
este OT. % bie a0) uD er, snow that tH ie ey mre) Sle rext: Pp 
n-ali 
4 
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crioc is the 
| building or the Varxist Party. Tnsali egunicias, the class is BLOW. 
Ang itself.in ‘its ferment; in-its political vevolt again and again - 
against: existing volitical Toxves, resdy to f oLlow the lead of the 
Marxists. for. new Party. The Duildine of a new strong Marxist ~ 


G 
Party im any country, may well go a long war bowar ‘d preparing serious 


lea regroupments in tie “morkes i eal on @ worde: scale. 


gis 


oe . ~The postwar oris sis of U,.56 ¢ epai talis# is prevaring new and 
iveater politicali zation of the American. Proletariat. Te. influenge 


of Rourveois reformisna (Hes Dealism) which was so successf2l with 

he help of the: 8oclal reforniats (SP,CB) and the centrists(left _ 
Socialists, ‘the former pees phd “the aeronere ee from 19335 to. 
lgel, is now in ereat danger’ from the lef: The death of Roosevelt, 
thevictory OL U.S imperialism in th ig war, "the new offensive of. the.’ 
pourgeois rig it and the post war crisis all have put. ‘the s0ure geois: 
left. to the. wali. The recent formations such as Wallace's "Pro pres : 
sive Oitizens of America" and “Amex rigans for Democratic Action” aiow . 
the crisis of ‘the. liberals. ‘And the an 1ormous strikes and. soldiers. 
demonstrations of nation ‘shakin le Dropertions show what is coming. “The 

.strong vote in the 1946 Congressional. elections for the Trotskyists.- 
{oor sidering | their weaknes 38 ‘compared to the old reformist forces) ie 
a warning sign, When under the Ballot namé Revolutionary | Workers - 
Party in iinnesota Trotekyiua gets 11,000 votes,-and 9,000 under ite” 
own. nate (with a former R¥L member as a steading canditate), ‘in ade | 
dition to a sizaole st in a couple of otier states, there is defin- 
Ately indicated for. the Marxists the neéd to analyze more closely, _. 
and.act upon the ‘real. politica EL development of the American workings 


class. Without exaggerating: the ssignixvicance of these events, the eo 
setae i are duty sound tO Dreak with tne present volicy of tailend- 


4 


eg the workers, and. begin to’ act as the real political vanguard Ci 
the: ‘elas B = 


7 uM 
been e Revel ‘utiat rary Wo orkerg. ee U.S. and it intern ae ae 
tendency, the(Provi stone) International Gon tact Gomulaston can-in- 

short-order. bécome a Pocus Boint for a serious. recrystallization | 
‘of -the. Marxists in the U.S. and. abroad, providing. its forces overcome 

their present voli ‘tloal confusion and attain real clarity on the tasks 
‘and persvectives for the workers’ vanguard in the coming period. — Dees 


-pite the dorinant, right trend in' the-nolitical organi izations. of: the. 
workers. on a. ‘world. scale, there is & growing tendency. (if as yet. on” 
a-minor. scale) of the left forces to regrow’ in a leftward direction. 
Tn: Social-Detoocracy, in the Stalintet: Partiea-—- in: the Ue Seo ab. weld » 












‘as aoroad—— ‘and the. ‘Trotékyiets “eoreee,. political Hebei 2 
-initely, growing. It is the ‘task end duty of the Marxists to. ‘assiat : 
“these. forces to break with the centrist and other misleaders, towards |: 
“regroupment. around theProgram of the R.W.L. U.S. and, 14 Points of: ‘the 
LOC. dust.as in the present. period, ‘Social—Dmeocracy, “Stalinism and. 
“Trotskyism are repeating all. their past historic errors again, but- on: 
8. far. ereater scale, eo the whole. struggle of the RWL and “ToC since 
Sheiz bLTth. can. now. assur ie fall fyul tion O7z1- a. scale ‘far outpassing | 
ah theiz ‘orginal. expectations. — es 








1g. Pan Tie “key” to the. overcoming ‘of “the orisis is political. odantty 
con the: objective situation, andthe. real situation, “possiblities. and 
‘limi tationgof the. League as it is today, Action to ve fruitful : in a. 
Marxian sense: must recognize’ the axiom: program, theory, “correct 
political line in strategic and tactical spheres is the key 6.0. real” 
‘organi Zational » growth today. The. development | of activity in all 
‘fields, the. deve lopment of discipline, the: development. et democratic, 
centralism rest on correct political theory. -Lenin's dictum that. : 
the democratic. centralism. ‘the. workere need can: only” be ‘ased on core 
‘Ppeot, theory, and that: efforts. for disbipline: on any. other babbb“can. 
‘oalu lead to "futile erimacing” and failure, was never more true than 
‘today. For the- Marxists ody, the question. of a. proper relation or 
theory: and oractize ie the key to building the. R.W.L, U. 6. -and the . 

qt, Ce Coy toward-the - new Marxist party and International. 
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46s The present demands. to. the highest extent that the League ane 
wipes ‘Ate history,. its contribu tions, and.its errors. Reaffirming. 
ite-oasic political program, it must correct. the numerous obli tical — | 
wacillations oftne vast “period(on 1 the Russian question, Palestine, 
lack. of ¢oncrete position on numerous Key questions of the day) by 
renewed strugele for political clarity. On. the x 0ad to: the: party, the: 
‘Line. laid. down. at its founding.c onvention, in the League Program, in. 
‘tHe loc. 14 Points, and numerous. Conventions and Plenums must be- ‘Tex. | 
affirmed’ and-all tecent vacillations toward "logalism", -edonomi sin, 
etc. be réjectes., T ‘ne Dexepeeti ve : today must. be’ one of. ‘reaffirming | 
atl. basic positions | to estaolish the League's forces as a strong 7 
prope zanda group ° today, with’ the- expectation of: rapid» growth. into: a. 
party” ‘tomorrows +The contradiction vetveen the present negative. oon 
‘dition, and the fruition of. ll years efforts, may ve overcome far ney 
sooner. than expected, providing the tiarxists do not surrénder.to —. 
rationdlizations-for inactivity on one hand, or get-rich-quick panic. 
noHee ts ae aha out mem ouely.: work on realistic perepectiveny < 
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Ba ‘witha. ass. rericntation: a "ondre- arn eet nage oreeitenoe te 
fence primarily a question of numbera. The problem is “to. develop: > 
ere 1é organization from a. force that “primarily: carries on general. Tes, 
propaganda and agitation, whi le- carrying on some mass work, ‘into one. 
that can carry on. concrete political. work, of. dwmediate strate g ric and 
taetical character. | From a’ group that has very little roots in. the. 
MASS s such: pom charge procguces weal roots, teal mass influence, — From a 

youp that has loose discipline and limited activity: (primarily. 
peoppeandl tio) ,. ‘such a. onange. produces a strong discipline and. wide~ 
soread adtivity. among the. aroad masses. (prograi_ and democratic Gente e 
dan -apply ‘im first- ag véell, as: dater stages, only the. reflection “in... 
thobe oonbbeate: forws..changé) . Frow. a. force! whose cadres. In general. 












Cy 





have” ‘plementary ‘selesigal eka. ox ‘gant sational jetelopment, the oh ange 
produces. tightly knit cadres of high development , capable. of serious’. 
Maes - work, From a force of . mall, scattered cadres, the change pro-. 
duces comparatively ‘Large, cohesive cadres of. vanguard forees of 
the class. . ALL these aspects; obvious in. thei r organizational BB 
pects, are. in. content political, and require planned activity on a 
Marxian basis. ! ; | 
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AS for. ‘the barxian 





3h "the key political quent stion today is the) strugs: 
Party, which expresses tne class independen 1Ge. One the proletariat. from 
the. decadent. imperialist wourgeoisie. -In.our epock of decay. on cages 


den, when. t be» ane gore state must more “and more intervene | Gs prop > 
up the tottering old der of economy, the trend of ‘increasing. Bee. 
tions of W lef et pour weois and pettv-zd0urgéols is to recognize rotate. 
control", ‘ang therefore »ecome Lavcorite, “Socialist, Stalinist and: 60° 
on. The. degenerated. Workers State under: Stalinist control adds: to 
the.confusions ~Thé Marxists today, therefore, have a far more com 
pli cnsed: and: difficult. situation than. Lenin: ma the aolshevike to. 
ntend | with, especially, with ‘the non-extension.of*the October Revos. 
Totion in successful form to the decisive secto ors of European and. 
Asiatic. economy, a after the most. widesoread and destructive war in 
capitalist pistory. . The. Revolu tLonary Workers | League,.US, under _ 
these conditions has a gigentic task to overcome the poli tical. con. 
fusion tesulting fron these condi tions, and.for‘a truly-larxian. 
Party. Basing itself on the lessons of the Long struggle. of. the 
workers for. the overth rom Of capitalism, o n the. “teachings: of -harx, 
Engels and Lenin (and Trots«y. when he was a jlarxist) the Revolution 
ary Workers League, US’ will draw the lessons ef the wst, including 
ite. own ‘history, learn: from its: om. errors oy real revolutionary: 
gelf-criticisn, and. dead the Amorican 1 workers ‘towards a Ne~ Communist 
Party, American section of a New Communist (4tn) International. | 











